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The global distribution of
albatrosses and petrels
The RSPB is contributing to a
Rinie Van Muers/ Foto Natura/ FLPA

pioneering initiative, led by
BirdLife International, in which
scientists from around the world
have created a global database of
remote tracking data of
albatrosses and petrels.
Nineteen of the world’s 21 species of
albatross are now under global threat
of extinction. The major threat to
many of these species is from being
killed as bycatch in fisheries,
especially longline fisheries.
The database has been used to map
the distribution of these vulnerable
seabirds as they forage and migrate
over the vast expanses of the world’s

Above: Atlantic yellow-nosed albatross – currently being tracked

oceans, and will be a key tool for

as part of an RSPB/Percy Fitzpatrick Institute project.

their conservation. The data are
invaluable for understanding many
important aspects of the seabirds’
identifying areas of overlap with the
distribution of the world’s fishing
fleets, the critical areas where
albatrosses and petrels are at risk of
being caught.
Results from analysis of the global
database have been published in
Tracking Ocean Wanderers. This

Tristan albatrosses breed
exclusively on Gough Island, a UK
Overseas Territory that is part of
the Tristan de Cunha Islands.
Tristan albatrosses forage in
the South Atlantic, especially
near the coast of Brazil, where
they are vulnerable to mortality
on longlines.
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ecology and demography, and for

37

Satellite/platform terminal transmitter (PTT) tracking locations submitted to the Global Procellariiform Tracking
Database. Each colour refers to one of 21 different species; the light green locations in the mid South Atlantic
are from Tristan albatrosses, tracked as part of an RSPB/University of Cape Town project.
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the results demonstrate the
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