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These people became known as the Pilgrim Fathers. The feast was repeated annually and became known as Thanksgiving. Almost 400
years later, US citizens still celebrate Thanksgiving. But who were the Pilgrim Fathers?Â Keith Cheetham has written two other books
for the "On the Trail of" series. He was historical adviser to the producers of the forthcoming film, Mary Stuart, starring Glenn Close.
Keith is the author of Mary Queen of Scots: the Captive Years, which covers Mary's 19 years in England and is now in its 3rd edition. He
is chairman of a branch of the Marie Stuart Society, has written a play about Mary, Daughter of Debate, and has also written historical
leaflets for the English and Scottish Tourist Boards. What other items do customers buy after viewing this item? The Pilgrim Fathers Separatists The Pilgrim Fathers, or Pilgrims, were part of a church congregation of religious separatists led by pastor John Robinson,
church elder William Brewster and William Bradford. Separatists were a group of Puritans who advocated total withdrawal from the
Church of England. The Separatists wanted the freedom to worship independently from English authority.Â November 1621: The first
Thanksgiving of the Pilgrim Fathers was a solemn affair. Only 53 pilgrims were alive to give thanks to God. Only four adult women had
survived to celebrate the First Thanksgiving. 1623. The First Thanksgiving recognised a such by the Pilgrim Fathers was a celebration
of the arrival of fresh supplies and new colonists. The Pilgrim Fathers - or more accurately, the Pilgrim Mothers - also created a gene
pool from which tens of millions of Americans continue to draw. So many US citizens claim to have ancestors who arrived on the
Mayflower that you'd be forgiven for thinking this three-sailed vessel was the size of an aircraft carrier. For all that, just about the only
time the Pilgrim Fathers loom large in the national imagination is on Thanksgiving, that pre-Christmas feast of turkey and pumpkin pie
when the whole of America comes to a calorific halt. This national holiday derives from the celebration marking the first harvest in 1621,
when the colonists sat down with the Wampanaog Native Americans.

