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Abstract
Information seeking behaviour is an essential component in the designing and
developing of need based information centres for meeting the information
requirements of users. The undertaken study is an output of doctorate research
in which a comprehensive review research scanned in international context in the
field of agricultural sciences. The study covers various facets related to
information seeking behaviour, findings and their conceptual meanings. It
includes about sixty five researches undertaken by foreign researchers in the
agriculture sector. The findings of the studies are organised into various
categories i.e., theories of information seeking; information needs; users
characteristics; information browsing; information seeking; and information
seeking behaviour.

1. INTRODUCTION
Literature search plays a very important
role in research activities, as it forms the very
first step of research pursuit. A through review
of related literature is very essential in
conducting a new research. The main
functions of review of literature are to
determine that work both theoretical and
empirical, which has been done before,
should assist in delineation of problem of
area. It provides a basis for conceptual
framework, insights into methods and
procedures, suggests operational definitions
of major concepts and also provides a basis
for interpretations of findings. The study of
related literature implies locating, reading,
and evaluating reports of research as well as
reports of casual observation and opinion that
are related to the planned research project. In
any worthwhile study, the researcher must
have an adequate knowledge with in the work
that has already been done or going on in the
area of his/her proposed research. The
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literature search must be conducted in a
systematic way to achieve optimum results.
Otherwise the search may lead to the
wastage of labour and time and poor retrieval
of relevant information.
According to Best and Kahn, 1 “Since
effective research is based upon past
knowledge, review of related literature helps
to eliminate the duplication of what has been
done and provide useful hypothesis and
helpful
suggestions
for
significant
investigation. It is valuable guide to defining
problem, recognising the significance,
suggesting and premising data gather
devices, appropriate study of design and
source of data. This also helps to sharpen the
understanding the existing knowledge in the
problem and provide background for research
project. Hence review of related literature
forms an inevitable part of any research
study” Further, the remark made by Van Dale 2
in this context is worth noting. “The review of
educational research gives you an excellent
25

overview of the work that has been done in
the field and helps to keep up with recent
developments. It helps to move further in the
right direction”.
The first basic user study in the broader
sense was undertaken by Menzel3 and
defined information seeking behaviour from
three angles:
(i)

When approached from the point of view
of the scientist or technologists, these
are studies of scientists’ communication
behaviour; and
(ii) When approached from the point of view
of any communication medium, they are
use studies; and
(iii) When approached from the science
communication system, they are studies
in the flow of information among
scientists and technologists.
Hence, the terminology depends much on
the approach and the angle from which one
sees.
It may be noted that in the area of
information
seeking
behaviour
the
psychologists, the sociologists and the
behavioural scientists have made significant
contributions to the area of research in
addition to library and information science
professionals. Further, there are very wide
variations in the scope of user-studies. These
studies touch upon many peripheral areas of
library and information science research such
as bibliometric studies, citation studies,
content analysis, and user studies. It is very
difficult to make an accurate estimate of total
studies world over in the agriculture sector.
However, this chapter contains a review of
relevant literature, which attempts to identify,
discover and synthesize material concerning
to the various aspect of information seeking
behaviour studies. Information seeking
behaviour is an area of active interest among
library/information professionals worldwide.
The study of information seeking
behaviour can be dated back to the late
1940s. Since that time a large number of
studies have been carried out particularly in
the developed countries on the various
aspects of information seeking behaviour, in
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the field of social sciences, humanities and
science and technology. A number of reviews
and bibliographies cover various aspects of
information seeking behaviour conducted
prior to 1972. The significant works are those
by Menzel 4, Davis & Bailey5, Barnes6,
Paisley 7, Coover8, Elman9 . However, not
many studies have attempted to investigate
specifically and precisely the information
seeking behaviour of agricultural scientists
comprehensively. The different aspects of this
information seeking behaviour have been
barely touched, not much has been done so
far in the case of India. In order to serve
agriculture scientists better and designing and
developing the need based information
systems and its surrogates. Therefore it is an
urgent need to focus on the information
seeking behaviour of the agriculture scientists
covering all facets of their information seeking
behaviour. For the purpose of a clear
understanding the various concepts related to
information seeking behaviour of agriculture
scientists and life scientists in general. The
review literature findings have been organized
following categories:
1.
2.

Theories
of
information
behaviour;
Information needs;

3.
4.
5.
6.

Users characteristics;
Information browsing;
Information seeking; and
Information seeking behaviour.

seeking

1.1 Theories of Information
Seeking Behaviour
The concept of information needs has
been coined by an American information
10
scientist Robert Taylor in 1962 and is
beautifully discussed in his work entitled ‘The
process of asking questions’ published in the
Journal of American Society of Information
Science (JASIS) now know as Journal of
American Society of Information Science and
Technology (JASIST).
11

Menzel interprets the results of several
recent studies of the total information seeking
activity of scientists and technologists in
terms of complementary relationship between
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an extremely flexible and many-sided
interpersonal communication system, on the
one hand, and a formal communication
system, on the other hand. The formal system
is able to compete with the informal system
with respect to only a few of the many
information needs of the individual. Among
the information needs identified are:
‘promptness of acquisition of certain
information, selective dissemination of
communications, screening and evaluation of
communications, indication of implications,
retention of unscholarly but subtly important
details in digest, and rapid feedback’. Newly
initiated and proposed activities such as
information analysis centres and selective
dissemination of information are seen as
moves to formalize and improve upon
functions long served by information
communications.
Using the reasoning from cybernetic
theory, Deutsh12 explained the historical
development of science, and goes to the
predict that cultural movement toward
symbiosis of the laboratory and computer
augmented library becoming increasingly rich
in quantitative data commencing on this
13
paper. Mesarovic
accepts the general
desirability of cybernetic models, but asserts
that they are not at present sufficiently
complex and precise to given great credence
as predictive tools.
Sutlifle and Ennis14 made a study towards
a cognitive theory of information retrieval.
They have proved that the cognitive model of
information seeking illustrates the information
seeking activity as beginning when the
information seeker encounters an external
task information problem.

1.2

Information Needs

The information need (or need for
information is a factual situation in which,
there exists an inseparable interconnection
with ‘information’ and ‘need’. the information
originates and is generated because there
exists a need or an interest. The content of
information is of primary concern. The basic
objectives of studying information needs and
use may be:
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(i)

the explanation of observed phenomena
of information use or expressed need;
(ii) the prediction of instances of information
use and
(iii) the control, and thereby improvement of
the utilization of information manipulation
of essentials conditions. 15
16

Rubinstein and Schultz
studied the
information needs of biomedical researchers
by observing patterns of repeated use of the
BIOSIS information from a remote data
terminal located at the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research (WRAIR), USA. Entries
to the system from WRAIR were studies over
a three period (1967). Reuse by WRAIR
personnel exceeded predictions based on
statistical extrapolation of early use rates,
indicating growing acceptance of the BIOSIS
service. From statistics of intervals between
uses of the service by the user, it was
possible to calculate a “normal task interval”
of 2-4 months between requirements for
search of broad segments of the formal
literature.
Paisley 17 has investigated and suggested
a concentric conceptual framework for user
research, which is a widely accepted
framework. In the concentric conceptual
framework he places the information users at
the centre of ten systems, namely, cultural
system, political system, membership groups
(the professional organization or society of
which the user is a member), reference
group, invisible college, formal organization
(in which the user works, etc), working team,
one’s head/ mind, legal and economic system
and a formal information system each forming
concentric cycles around the user. Markee18
while conducted a study on ‘where is the
library researcher’ he emphasized the need of
user research in the parent organization and
stated that a ‘review of library literature
revealed that the amount of library research
being done by librarian at his institution is not
his professional responsibilities. He further
suggested that library research should begin
and continue right in the parent institution, as
this bottom-upward approach can only
provide a solid foundation for national
information systems of developed and
27
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developing countries’. Atkin has beautifully
defined the term “information need” that ‘a
function of extrinsic uncertainty produced by a
perceived
discrepancy
between
the
individual’s current level of certainty about
important environmental objects and a
criterion state that he seeks to achieve’.
In a study conducted by Atherton 2 0
findings indicated that accurate and
up-to-date knowledge about users and their
information behaviour is one of the essential
ingredients for designing an information
system. Belkin and Wilson21-22 have also
advocated the importance of information
needs and utility. They stated that it becomes
increasingly important that the success of
information centres is more likely to be
achieved through adjusting the services to
meet the specific needs of an individual rather
than trying to adapt the individual user to
match the wholesale output of an information
system. For McGarry2 3 need is the basic
concept of information studies but it is difficult
to define it precisely and accurately. However,
it implies lack of something which if given
would enhanced our welfare or make easier
the attainment of whatever objectives we may
have in mind. The concept needs can be
known through the various terms such as
want (a state or fact of being without or
having an insufficient, absence or deficiency
of necessities), desire (an unsatisfied longing
or craving), demand (to require, asking for
what is due or asking for something), and
requirement (a need, a thing needed,
necessary condition).
24

Leuplot pointed out that the information
requirements are more or less adequate
reflection of the information need and the
need to satisfy it. Information needs and
information
requirements
are
mutually
interdependent and the requirement is the
reflection of the objectively existing
information need. Further the relation
between information need and information
requirement is to be seen in the light of the
fact for satisfying the information needs. It is
necessary
to
meet
the
information
requirements
corresponding
to
that
information need. Yates 25 has divided the
28

information needs into four basic segments.
Empirical knowledge encompassing field such
as science and technology, which is ultimately
necessary for human survival. Personal
human experience is the quest for personal
identity that is the most basic pursuit of the
enquiring individual, to satisfy this need, use
can made of the other people’s experience
through
literature.
Corporate
human
experience that has several dimensions it can
be extended in space in such disciplines as
sociology and geography or extended in time
as in history, and Diversion the search from
an escape from the monotony, physical and
mental exhaustion, frustration, confusion,
conflict, failure and disappointment of the
working. Further he also suggested that the
individual’s information requirement may
change as a result of sociological and
economic factors and amongst the many
predictions made about the remainder of this
century there are recurring themes of this
nature.
Sam26 conducted a study to know the
satisfaction of information needs of the
agricultural policy makers and managers in
Ghana, and the adequacy of library collection
available to them. He evaluated the results of
the study in relation to characteristics of the
respondents. It was revealed from the study
that in terms of the quality, quantity, and
availability the lending, periodicals and
reference collections of the respondents were
fairly adequate. A study conducted by Anwar
and Eisenchitz27 on the information needs
and information seeking behaviour of
Malaysian
agricultural
scientists
have
revealed that research scientists spend 16%
of their office time on reading the literature.
The literature searching as compared with
9.3% spent by academicians, it also revealed
that scientists preferred using primary
sources of information particularly journals,
28
and research reviews reports. Dulle
conducted a survey to assess the information
needs and requirements of the agricultural
research workers in Tanzania. The finding of
the study indicates that resources in the
libraries and information centres are
inadequate and does not meet the needs of
agricultural workers. The study further
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suggested that the agricultural information
services rendered by the libraries and
information centres should be improvised up
to the level the scientists need.

1.3

Users Characteristics

In order to maximize the impact of library
services and maximum use of library
resources it is essential to LIS Professionals
that they should know about their users
properly so that they can deliver content
based information services. The user
characteristics are an important component of
the
communication
systems
in
any
information system are for their use. The user
characteristics are innumerable and could be
clustered in different groups in various ways.
Among
the
pioneering
information
workers, Rosenbloom and Wolek 29 pointed
out the users characteristics factors such as
experience, seniority, educational level,
professional activity and orientation, are all
potentially related to information seeking
behaviour. Line30 argues that users can be
considered as individuals or as groups or
communities. According to him, the individual
characteristics, which are associated with
information use and needs, include the
following: age, experience in research or job,
background, seniority, etc. The psychological
dimensions of individual characteristics
include:
persistence,
thoroughness,
orderliness, motivation, independence, breath
approach and information threshold. Slater
and Fisher31 mentions three clusters of
factors which are: (i) psychological factors; (ii)
effectiveness of available services; and (iii)
characteristics of user and his environment.
32
Whereas Vickery suggests that institutional
environment and work activity have major
impact of information seeking behaviour. Ellis
and Haugan 33 have reported on the
information seeking patterns of engineers and
industrial
research
scientists.
Their
description is embedded within a detailed
account of different project types and project
phases in their findings, they identify eight
major information seeking activities or
characteristics that are: surveying, chaining,
monitoring, browsing, distinguishing, filtering,
extracting and revelling.
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1.4

Information Browsing
34

Marchionini
conducted research on
browsing and observed that there seems to
be agreement on three general types of
browsing that may be differentiated by the
object of search (the information needed) and
by the systematically of tactics used. Direct
browsing- occurs when browsing is
systematic, focussed and directly by a
specific object or target examples, include
scanning a list of known items and verifying
information such as dates or other attributes;
Semi directed browsing- occurs when
browsing is predicted or generally purposeful
in this browsing approach, the target is less
definite and browsing is less systematic, an
example is entering in a single general term
into a database and casually examining the
retrieved records; and Undirected browsingoccurs when there is no real goal and very
little focus, examples include flipping through
a magazine and channel surfing.
Wilson3 5 in a study of the information
seeking
behaviour
in
multidisciplinary
subjects been identified four basic categories
of information seeking and acquisition i.e.,
Passive attention such as listening to the
radio or watching television programmes,
where there may be no information seeking
intended, but where information acquisition
may take place nevertheless; Passive search
which seems like a contradiction in terms, but
signifies those occasions when one type of
search (or other behaviour) results in the
acquisition of information that happen to be
relevant to the individual; Active search which
is the type of research most commonly
thought of in the information science
literature, where an individual actively seek
information; and Ongoing search where
active searching has already established the
basic framework of ideas, beliefs, values or
whatsoever, but where occasional counting
search is carried out to update or expand
one’s framework.

1.5

Information Seeking

Information seeking is a human process
that requires adaptive and reflective control
over the afferent and efferent actions of the
29

information seeker. Information seeking is a
dynamic and changeable process despite its
formal problem solving attributes. It depends
on the situation, but also large extent on the
individual performing it. Information seeking
greatly influence of personality (personality is
a pattern of characteristics thoughts, feelings,
and behaviour that distinguishes one person
from other) In the study of information seeking
behaviour, the discovery of people’s
strategies, expectations, attitudes, and
anxieties promotes the relationships as they
live and work with other information users.
Information seekers should begin with finding
out what is stopping progress, creating an
information gap/vacuum. An important aspect
of sense making as a process in the struggle
of people to understand a problem that drives
them to seek meaning for in many situations
and many circumstances they are content to
take no such action.
Kuhlthau 36 focussed on information search
process,
which
emphasizes
feelings,
thoughts, and understanding of a situation
that they need to resolve task, problem, or
topic. This particular action led to the action of
people as they seek the meaning of useful
research in providing a frame work for
37
improving information search. Kuhlthau &
Chatman38 are concerned with the ways the
worlds information seeking” term has been
used by the people in their research work.
Such researchers present conceptions of
process, learning and social relations that
reflect the focus and interest of their research
39
work. Kuhlthau . In understanding the pattern
of people information behaviours, the variety,
uncertainty and complexity of the information
needed by the seekers must be known
According
to
Marchionini,
Gary 4 0
‘information seeking as a process in which
humans engage to purposefully change their
state of knowledge. The process is inherently
interactive as information seekers direct
attention on adapt to stimuli, reflect on
progress, and evaluate the efficacy of
knowledge base of the information seeker.
Information seeking is thus a cybernetic
process in which knowledge state is changed

30

through inputs,
feedback

purposive

outputs,

and

Oladele 41(http://jsai.or.jp/afita/afita-conf/20
02/part1/p137.pdf) conducted a study on
‘information seeking and utilization among
agricultural researchers in Nigeria’. The study
demonstrates the level of awareness and the
use of agricultural information sources among
researchers in Nigeria. The empirical findings
have described the researchers’ scenario as
that of being informational deprived, when
researchers do not have enough information
to take a wise decision as against the
researchers’ being as informational over
loaded, which implies a situation where
researchers have too much information and
are unable to pick out the right bits. The policy
implication of the findings have such that to
improve the performance of agricultural
researchers, the provision of information
sources as well as the facilities to enhance
their use is very important in the research
institutes. Specific training needs of the
researchers
to
seek
for
appropriate
information from different sources should also
be identified as a skill-gap

1. 6 Information Seeking
Behaviour
Information seeking is a human process
that requires adaptive and reflective control
over the afferent and efferent actions of the
information seeker . Information seeking
behaviour (ISB) resulted from the recognition
of some needs, perceived by the user, who as
a consequence makes demand upon on
formal system such as libraries and
information centres, or some other person in
order to satisfied the perceived information
need. The information seeking behaviour
essentially refers to locate discrete knowledge
elements. It is concerned with the interactive
utilization of the three basic resources
namely, people, information and system.
Further in order, to satisfy the information
needs, the user actively undergoes the
information seeking process. The attempt of
the user in obtaining the needed information
results from the recognition of some needs,
perceived by the user.
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The most significant studies on the
information seeking behaviour of the
scientists have been undertaken by Columbia
University, Bureau of Applied Social
42
Research
on scientists Bowden and
43-44
Wood
on Physician, and Chen 45 on
engineers.
Blaxter 46 in his work ‘the individual and
information problem’ published in the Nature
reported that the modern scientist derived half
of their awareness of current issues of the
journals from scanning of review abstract
publications and the remaining quarter from
scanning paper titles such as Current
Contents.
47

Packer in a research study investigated
the methods used by chemists and chemical
engineers in Canadian universities to study
current awareness. He found that 60% of the
subjects experts used the formal methods of
communication.
48

Krikelas
conducted
a
study
on
information seeking behaviour, patterns and
concepts. He investigated that individual
information seekers has its own personal
hierarchy of the types of information sources
they prefer. A joint research has been
conducted by
Lacy and Busch 49 in order to determine the
informal scientific communication among the
public sector agricultural researchers with the
objective that the formal and informal
channels constitute the two mutually
dependent elements of the communication,
importance of the informal channels is often
ignored. They have found that informal
scientific communication regarding research
was infrequent and primarily limited to contact
the scientists in one’s own department,
scientist’s communication with scientists
outside their department, clients, and
extension staff was limited to less than once a
month.
Olsen50 investigated the information
gathering habits of agricultural scientists at
Cornell University, USA. The study revealed
that personal contact and individual own
private files were found significant in keeping
informed to users of current research and
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literature. It is also reported that 35% of the
faculty spent 10% and 32% spent 5% of their
research time in the library.
Vickery & Vickery 51 have reported that for
gathering the needed information, the
information seeker go through a wide
selection of well-understood tools and
strategies to gather the needed information.
52

Ellis’s
in his proposed ‘Changing
behaviour model of information retrieval
system design’ describes the process of
following
citation
connection
between
information sources that information seekers
to building and maintaining an awareness of
available information sources. He found that
the information seeker in building and
monitoring the awareness of developments,
as well as gaining an overview of a new area
the both formal and informal methods.
Marchionini & Dwiggins 53 have conducted
a study on ongoing investigation of
information seeking behaviour of end users in
electronic environments, a comparison was
made of those users having expertise in a
topic area and those with expertise in on-line
searching. It was found that computer
scientists and on-line search specialists
conducted assigned searches in a HyperCard
database on the topic of hypertext. Both
groups of experts were able to conduct
successful searches and out performed a
novice control group. Marchionini and
Dwiggins further indicated that the search
specialists took slightly less time than the
domain experts, modified queries by adding
terms found in the text, and tended to focus
on query formulation whereas the domain
experts focussed on the text and used their
domain knowledge for further question
answering.
The findings of the study as conducted by
54
Kuhlthau
pointed out that the whole
information seeking process consists of six
stages:
1.

Initiation- when a person becomes aware
of lack of knowledge or understanding;

2.

Selection- at this stage the task is to
identify and select the general area to be
31

3.

4.

5.

6.

investigated or the approach to be
pursued;
Exploration- the task is to investigate
information on the problem in order to
extend personal understanding;
Formulation- this is the turning of the
whole process, when feelings of
uncertainty diminish and confidence
begins to increase the take is to be form
a focus from the information encountered
in exploration;
Collection- the task is to gather
information pertinent to the focussed
problem; and
Presentation- the task is to complete the
research and resolve the problem.

Oladokun55 conducted a survey to assess
the information needs and seeking behaviour
of women agricultural scientist and teachers
in agriculture in Oyo State of Nigeria. The
study revealed that information needs of the
women working in agriculture sector are
satisfied through the informal channels of
information rather than formal channel of
information. The study also recommended
improvising the existing information service
rendered by the library of the Oyo State of
Nigeria for women working in the agriculture
sector.
Ellis56, Eliss, et al57 , and Eliss and
Haugan 58
have been proposed and
elaborated a general model of information
seeking behaviour based on the studies of the
information seeking patterns of social
scientists, research physicists and chemists,
and engineers and research scientists in an
industrial firm. The basic model as proposed
by these researchers on the basis of this
study have been identified six categories of
information seeking activities i.e., starting,
chaining, browsing, differentiating, monitoring
and extracting.
Erdelez 59 has conducted a survey study
entitled
‘Information
encountering:
A
conceptual
framework
for
accidental
information discovery’ to determine the
information seeking behaviour of personnel
on different context. He reported that
accidental
information
discovery
has
generally been seen in two distinct models,
32

that is browsing behaviour and environmental
scanning. Browsing generally describes that
‘don’t known what-I-want-behaviour’. It can
seen as a semi-directed or semi-structured
form of information seeking where the
information seekers scan a collection of
information sources, having no particular
information seeking goal in their mind. The
second model of accidental information
discovery
is
environmental
scanning.
Environmental scanning can be seen as a
type of information acquisition that involves
various information activities needed to keep
abreast of new information, changes or
developments in specific domain of
knowledge. Erdelez also pointed out, that
accidental information discovery is important
to information seeking because it represents
a major way for information seekers to find
information within complex environments, and
it also represents a major way of information
seekers to maintain a awareness of
potentially useful information sources. Study
by
60

Sbeba discusses agricultural information
seeking behaviour and use patterns among
the African farmers and extension workers.
Study suggests for establishment of
agricultural advisory board comprising both
librarians and extension workers to make
extensive use of non-book material as a
means to overcome the handicap of illiteracy
among farmers.
61

Weintraub
conducted a comparative
search study of four leading databases in
agriculture sciences to know the information
search strategies of agriculture scientists
namely, AGRICOLA, CAB International,
Social Science Index and Alternative Press
Index. Results indicated that the scope and
subject parameters of a database influence
the type of information found. Librarians have
a role to play in facilitating the flow of
information by providing, interpreting and
explaining the information options.
62

Malmsjo reviews the factors related to
the environment and situation influencing
users’ information seeking behaviour and the
various models and equations reported in the
literature to describe this activity in a
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quantitative manner. Overall, the aim is to
examine the degree to which these models of
information seeking behaviour can be of use
in designing practical information systems.
Liao 63 conducted a study on information
seeking behaviour of agricultural researchers
as teachers in Taiwan. He investigated that
the critical ways for the teachers to get
needed literature and the use pattern of
information sources is primarily the primary
sources of information.
Robert & Dennis64 conducted a study on
‘information seeking behaviour of the informal
sector entrepreneurs working in Uganda’ The
demographic and business characteristics of
these entrepreneurs are highlighted and
empirically tested with regard to their
information needs. This study has largely
employed qualitative research methodologies,
such as the critical incidence technique for
interviews
with
602
informal
sector
entrepreneurs from a variety of trades.
Observations of the entrepreneurs work
environments and historical methods were
also employed. The results suggest that
modern/ exotic models of information transfer
based on textual media and ICT exhibit less
impact on the entrepreneurs information
needs and use at macro levels because of
poverty, illiteracy and poor information
infrastructure. It is however noted that most
‘elite’ models share a platform with
information behaviour of entrepreneurs at the
micro levels. The study concludes that an
appropriate model for information behaviour
for the information poor community must be
grounded on oral traditions and indigenous
knowledge and be sensitive to poverty,
infrastructure and illiteracy. Recognition is
also made of the need for information
repackaging and the use of appropriate media
for information provision.
Heinstrom65 conducted a study on ‘Fast
surfing, broad scanning and deep diving: The
influence of personality and study approach
on students’ information seeking behaviour’.
The study is based on the five dimensions of
personality (i.e., neuroticism; extroversion;
openness to experience; agreeableness; and
conscientiousness). The study finds that the
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personality characteristics of a information
seeker greatly influence the information
seeking behaviour of seeker.

CONCLUSION
After scanning through various studies on
information theories, information use patterns,
information needs, information browsing, and
information seeking behaviour of agriculture
scientists important inferences can be drawn.
It is found from the study that agriculture as a
discipline and a critical sector for national
economy and major sources of livelihood for
the people of developing countries particularly
India not study comprehensively. The present
review study, which covers significant studies
on information seeking behaviour of
agricultural scientist conducted all over, the
world certainly helped to narrow and to more
clearly delineate the research plan, in
conducting research on information seeking
behaviour of agricultural scientist in Indian
environment. Similarly, these reviews also
helped in determining the degree of
information needs and information seeking
behaviour of agricultural scientists that have
already been undertaken outside the India.
The present study certainly will go a long way
to serve as a base for future research studies
in the agriculture sector on information
seeking behaviour and also help in designing
and developing the need based agriculture
information systems/centres for meeting the
information
requirement
of
agriculture
scientists.
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